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ROD TURNBULL/KAHSAS CITY 
FARIIING TODAY: ‘<ERE ARE THE CHICKENS? 

AWNCR I 

FROM HIS VANTAGE POINT Ii: KALiSAS CITY, ACRICULTURE 
SPECIALIST ROO TURNBULL LOOKS AT THE VAST CHAIGES THAT HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE IN PRODUCING POULTRY AND EGCS It! THE UMITED 
STATES. 
VOICE: 

IT USED TO BE THAT I?! DRIVING THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE, 
ONE WOULD SEE IN ALHOST EVERY FAR:ii YARD, A FLOCK OF CHICKENS. 
MOST FARIIS HAD A SMALL FRAME BUILDING WHICH SERVED AS A 
HEN-HOUSE, ANDO IN THE HEN-H!OUSE THERE “ERE BOXES WHERE 
THE HENS LAID THEIR ECGS. BARY CHICKS "ERE HATCHED IN 
EARLY SPRING, AND BY MID-SUMIER, THE MALE CHICKEHS, OR 
YOUNG ROOSTERS, WOT NEEDED FOR THE NEXT WINTER'S SREEDING 
FLOCK WERE SLAUGHTERED FOR HEAT. ONE OF THE DELIGHTS OF 
SUMMER SUNDAY DINNERS GH THE FATIH! WAS FRIED CHICKEN. 

COPT) IN ADDITION, EVERY SATURDAY, THE FART: FAMILY 
WOULD TAKE THE EGGS GATHERED DURING THE WEEK -~ THOSE NOT 
KEPT FOR EATING AT HOME -~ TO THE LOCAL STORE Iit THE NEAREST 
TOWN TO BE SOLD FOR CASH OR TRADED FOR GROCERIES. (END OPT) 

THE FAR FLOCK RAHGED AnY'i’ERE FROM ONE HUNDRED TCO THREE 
HUNDRED HENS. A FLOCK OF FIVE HUMDRED WAS CONSIDERED VERY 
LARGE. IN FACT, IF A FARHER HAD A FLOCK OF FIVE HUNDRED, HIS 
POULTRY-RAISING WAS THEN CONSIDERED A MAJOR PROJECT ON HIS 
FARIi RATHER THAN JUST A SOURCE OF SUPPLEMENTAL INCOME FOR THE 


FARM WIFE, 
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TODAY, ONE CAH TRAVEL ACROSS AMERICA OH A MAUOR HIGHHAY, 
AND PERHAPS NOT SEE A SIHGLE CHICKEN IN A FARM YARD. THIS, 

OF COURSE, DOES NOT MEA THAT CHICKENS ARE NO LONGER RAISED 
HERE, BUT IT DEMONSTRATES THAT POULTRY PRODUCTION HAS BEEN 
ALMOST COMPLETELY REVOLUTIOMIZED Tif THE PAST TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS OR SO. NEARLY ALL CHICKENS NOW ARE RAISED Ii'SIDE LARGE 
BUILDIHGS ON BIG FARMS, AND THE CHICKENS KEPT FOR EATING ARE 
RAISED SEPARATELY FROii THE LAYIi!G FLOCK. 

COPT) ONE RESULT OF THIS DEVELOPMENT IS THAT FARMERS 
THEMSELVES NOW MUST PURCHASE THEIR EGGS AND CHICKEN MEAT FOR 
HOME CONSUMPTION IM STORES IN TON JUST AS CITY-DHELLERS DO. 
ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT IS THAT CHICKEN MEAT, RELATIVELY SPEAKING, 
HAS BECOME OE OF THE LEAST EXPENSIVE MEATS AVAILABLE. 

INSTEAD OF BEING EATE!! ONLY FOR SUNDAY DINNERS, OR ON OTHER 
FESTIVE OCCASIONS, CHICKEN IS EATEN AT ALY TIME. IT IS ONE 
OF THE iW10ST POPULAR FOODS SERVED 144 RESTAURANTS AND 
PARTICULARLY AT FAST-FOOD EATING PLACES. (ENO OPT) 

THE CHICKEN USED FOR FOOD IN THE UNITED STATES IS CALLED 
A BROILER OR FRYER BECAUSE OF THE WAY IT USUALLY IS COOKED, 
AND IT IS MARKETED WHEN IT WEIGHS ABOUT ONE AND ONE HALF KILOGRAMS, 
THIS YEAR, AMERICANS WILL EAT THREE AND ONE-HALF THOUSAND 
MILLION BROILERS OR FRYERS. Ii! THE PAST TWEI!TY-FIVE YEARS, 
CONSUMPTION OF CHICKEN HEAT HAS RISEN FROM FOUR KILOGRAMS 
PER PERSON A YEAR TO SIXTEEN-AND-A-HALF-KILOGRAMS. PER CAPITA 
CONSUMPTION OF ANOTHER POPULAR FOWL, TURKEY, HAS DOUBLED IN 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS FROM TWO KILOGRAMS TO FOUR KILOGRANS EACH 


YEAR. 
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A MAJOR REASON WHY POULTRY NEAT IS REALTIVELY INEXPENSIVE 
IS THAT PRODUCERS HAVE LEARNED TO GRO THE BIRDS AT SUCH A 
SMALL COST. IT WOW TAKES ONLY ABOUT ONE KILOGRAM OF FEED TO 
PUT ONE-HALF KILOGRAM OF WEIGHT Of A GROWING BIRD, AMD IT 
TAKES ONLY SEVEN TO NINE WEEKS TO GET A SROILER WEIGHING ALMOST 
TWO KILOGRAMS, LIKEWISE, IN ECG PRODUCTION, THE LAYING FLOCKS 
ON LARGE POULTRY FARMS NOW PRODUCE ABOUT T'WO-HUNDRED-FORTY 
EGGS PER HEN EACH YEAR. IN YEARS PAST, NINETY TO ONE HUNDRED 
EGGS PER HEN WAS CONSIDERED HIGH FRODUCTION, THERE ARE FEWER 
LAYING HENS NOW IN THIS COUNTRY THAN THERE WERE SOME YEARS AGO 
BECAUSE EACH HEN PRODUCES SO MANY MORE EGGS, 

THE MASS PRODUCTION METHODS DEVELOPED HERE ARE SPREADIHG 
TO OTHER COUNTRIES, AHD AS A RESULT, MANY PEOPLE ARE ENJOYING 
MORE CHICKEN MEAT, AND MORE EGGS, BUT ANOTHER RESULT IS THAT 
THE WORLD NEEDS MORE FEED GRAIi!IS NOW TO SERVICE EXPANDING 


POULTRY PRODUCTION PLANTS. 


GH/RTD 


